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FOREWORD 


The National Conservation Planning Manual contains policy, procedures, 
and guidelines for providing effective technical assistance to people 
who plan and implement conservation decisions affecting soil, water, and 
related plant and animal resources. These decisions require a flexible 
and continuing process of inventory, evaluation, decisionmaking, and 
implementation. Well-trained employees who understand the process 
outlined in this manual can help insure that those resources will meet 
the food, fiber, recreation, environmental, and other needs of this and 
future generations. This manual applies to all Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) programs. 

Our goal is to help land users become conservationists who: 

- Know potentials of soil, water, and related plant and animal resources, 

- Understand the effects of their decisions and actions on the resource 
base and the environment, 

- Use resources to meet their goals in a way that is compatible with 
the broader interests of all citizens, 

- Install resource management systems needed to maintain or improve 
the resource base, achieve environmental quality, and improve the 
standard of living, and 

- Through word and action, serve as examples to other land users in 
their respective communities . 

To achieve that goal we must understand people and be able to communicate 
with them. We must be able to deal with changing situations. Equipment, 
markets, families, knowledge, income levels, and world conditions are 
some of the major variables causing changes in resource conservation 
decisions. If we are to help others effectively, we must be informed 
about these factors and help people adjust to changing conditions. 

This National Conservation Planning Manual reflects sociological considerations 
in decisionmaking and the need for flexibility to accommodate changing 
conditions. This manual emphasizes the importance of planning, but does 
not focus on a "plan" as an end product. Rather, it focuses on guiding 
and encouraging deliberate actions that result in applying conservation 
to the land. To this end we will provide the land users only those 
materials needed to achieve their conservation objectives. 

The strength of SCS is its ability to help people conserve and develop 
resources in accordance with their needs by working with and through 
conservation districts. 




PART 505 PLANNING PRINCIPLES 
SUBPART A - GENERAL 


505.2 


§ 505.1 Purpose of manual. 

manual defines, explains, and gives guidance for resource 
conservation planning and implementation. 

TherLoir'^jt®/"^ implementation is fundamental to SCS operations. 

nolicieci 'anH i>"POftant that all personnel understand SCS objectives, 
policies, and responsibilities in planning and implementation. 

related^nlant\nr«n'^*' treatment of soil, water, and 

individual'^ ^ animal resources has increased demands on SCS from 
fo^ I ’ groups, and units of government. This has led to the need 

anH t i understanding of the role of SCS, the kinds of resource data 

contributirs^Id^^ 

teSnioues^^tooL^^^^^H^® is necessary in conservation assistance because 

ratf Ian! 1 changing at an accelerating 

Lieiop uroficieniv''® i suitable material to hflp 

aeveiop proficiency in planning and implementation. ^ 

ni-hfi periodic analyses and evaluations of its own activities 

ther Federal agencies such as Office of the Inspector General fOIG-USDA'i 
and General Accounting Office (GAO) also audit and reviersCS TMs ^ 
»aaual together with other policy and technical Ita^al. aeivefaa a 
guide in evaluating planning and implementation. 

CSubpart 507) explains technical terminologv used bv 
SCS and others and should be carefully studied before uSng Sis LnuS. 

supplemental manual material may be required at the State 
ktltl additional clarification and to Smply wiS specif S 

uS laws and regulations. These supplemLts authorized for 

sStHnd directives system. A 00^^01 aU 

State and TSC supplements is to be forwarded to the National office. 

§ 505,2 (Reserved) 
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SUBPART B - OBJECTIVES 


505 - 11 


§ 505.10 Major objectives. 

The major SCS objectives in conservation planning are to assist land 


(a) Realize the nature, 
related plant and animal 


extent, and importance of soil, water, and 
resources . 


Cb) Understand and manage soil, water, and related plant and animal 
resources for present and future use on a sustained basis as an integral 
part of a resource management system. 


(c) Understand and improve the quality of the environment. 

(d) Obtain social, economic, and environmental benefits from limited 
the^future*^^^^^^^ resources while maintaining development options for 


(e) Recognize and develop resource-based economic opportunities 
especially for minorities and low“inconie land users. 

(f) Develop and care for soil, water, and related plant and animal 
resources for all uses (farming, ranching, housing, recreation, trans- 
portation, public facilities, and multiple uses). 

§ 505.11 (Reserved) 
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